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ISD Board of Directors Meeting Minutes Meeting No. 8 for 2014-15  

Meeting Date: March 21, 2015 at 10:30 am. 

Members Present: 13 

Br. Shafiq Rahim, Br. Qamar Ahmad, Br. Iqbal Aziz,  

Br. Hassan Mageid, Br. Anwar Balkhi, Br. Nasir Khan,  

Br. Irfan Patel, Br. BMA Belal, Br. Vaqar Sharief,   

Br. Bashir Mansoori, Br. Mohamed Feroz Madiwale 

Joining Late: Br. Khorshed Alam, Br. Elsayed Abounabet 

 

Members Absent: 4 

Notified Absences Non-Notified Absences 

Br. Fazal Rashid 

Sr. Saba Awan  

Br. Ahmed Abuzeid  

Br. Wifki Kased 

  

 
Meeting started, with 11 Board members in attendance, at 11:00 am with recitation of Quran by Br. 
Anwar. 
 

1.  Previous Meeting Minutes Approval: 

- Motion to approve the minutes for Meeting No. 7 was proposed by Br. Irfan and 
seconded by Br. Iqbal. 

-  Motion was approved by a vote by show of hands, 8 “yes” to 3 “abstained”. 

2. Hiring Administrative Assistant for ISD/IAD:  

- The Board members discussed the benefits and needs of hiring an Administrative 
Assistant to help with miscellaneous administrative tasks for ISD and also for IAD if 
possible and needed by IAD.  

- Br. Irfan proposed a motion for the Board to approve hiring of an Administrative Assistant 
for up to 30 hours per week, including up to 10 hours per week for IAD if possible and 
needed by IAD, for $15 to $20 per hour. It was seconded by Br. Qamar. 

- The motion was approved by the Board unanimously. 

- It was discussed that if the responsibilities of the above position are started to be handled 
by a volunteer, that volunteer cannot be automatically transitioned into filling the paid 
position. The paid position will be advertised and will be filled with the best available 
candidate.    

- Br. Vaqar was assigned the task of finalizing the job description & terms to advertise for 
the position. 

3. Cemetery Project: 

- Br. Qamar informed the Board about a land in Middletown, which is being considered for 
purchase for cemetery and other future uses. He emphasized that it is important for ISD 
as the leading Islamic organization of the area to handle the cemetery project. 
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- He explained that the above land is under negotiation between a group of interested 
community members and owner of the land via a real estate agent. According to the 
agent, a price between $450,000 and $500,000 may be acceptable to the owner.    

- With ISD’s $35,000 and West Chester Masjid’s about $80,000 in cemetery accounts, we 
already have about $115,000 available. West Chester Masjid has agreed that ISD should 
lead the project if the property is in Delaware and it will immediately transfer the funds it 
has for this project to ISD when needed. The above mentioned group of interested 
community members has already started the efforts and will get commitments for about 
$300,000 in donations / loans if the negotiation on the land is found to start materializing. 
Repayment of any loans will start only when the property has developed and its use as a 
cemetery has started. This will bring the total funds for the project to about $415,000, 
making buying of this property feasible.  

- Br. Qamar proposed a motion for the Board to approve purchase of the above land or 
another alternative land for cemetery for a price of up to $500,000 based on the above 
mentioned funding of $415,000 and the rest to be raised as necessary based on the final 
price of the land subject to approval by ISD General Body. The General Body meeting 
will be scheduled to secure its approval as soon as offer on the property will seem to be 
materializing. 

- Br. Irfan seconded the motion. 

- Motion was approved by the Board unanimously. 

4.  ISD / IAD Programs with Renowned Scholars and Speakers: 

- It was discussed that ISD has been trying to bring renowned Islamic personalities to our 
programs to enhance opportunities for Islamic education and learning of our community. 
Two internationally renowned scholars / speakers have agreed to participate in our next 
two programs.  

- Br. Hamza Andreas Tzortzis will join us for an afternoon program for young community 
members on Sunday, April 12, 2015. Donation for Br. Hamza’s participation in our 
program will be made to IQRA Foundation. 

- Sheikh Yusuf Estes will be the guest speaker at the ISD fundraiser to support IAD, which 
is scheduled for May 2, 2015. 

5. Incident Report Recommendations: 

- This item was postponed for the next Board meeting.   

     6.    ISD 2015 Election: 

- It was decided by the Board that Automatic ISD Membership for the new ISD 
membership year and for the future years will be granted to any community member who 
donates $1,000 or more during the subject year to ISD general funds, which do not 
include Zakat, Fitra, and Sadiqa donations. This information will be provided to the 
community with the information for the elections for this year.  

- Election for this year was decided by the Board to be on May 31, 2015 after Dhuhur 
prayer. 
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     7.    Miscellaneous Updates: 

(a) Bathroom Project: 

- Br. Qamar updated the Board about the current status of the project and explained that it 
is nearing completion but there are still some delays due to some customization items 
and the decisions to be made. 

(b) Imam Contract: 

- Br. Qamar informed the Board about his conversation with Sheikh Hadi. He is preparing 
a revised contract draft for Shiekh’s position and will discuss it with the Board when it is 
ready. 

(c) Information sent to NCC County:  

- Br. Qamar informed the Board that all the information requested by NCC for including in 
its emergency response system has been completed and sent directly to the county.  

(d) Ramadan Preparation:  

- This item was postponed to the next meeting due to shortage of time.  

(e) IAD 501-C3 Application: 

- This item was postponed to the next meeting to allow more time for consultation with an 
attorney about the matter discussed at the last meeting about avoiding any issues with 
the ISD’s ownership of IAD in case of IAD’s separate 501-C3 status. 

     8.    Miscellaneous Items: 

(a)  ISD Website Development: 

- Br. Nasir informed the Board that he has formed a committee consisting of five members 
in addition to Br. Allim to help with the needed upgrade of ISD website. 

- He indicated that he is in a process of strengthening of our wireless internet system, 
which is needed for video streaming, and updating the website with mobile application. 

- The initial cost for the website upgrade is anticipated to be in the range of $1,500 to 
$2,000. 

- The total cost for upgrading ISD and IAD websites, and getting Mobile Applications done 
is anticipated to be in the range of 6,000 to $7,000. 

(b) Health and Wellness Fair: 

- Br. Hassan updated the Board about the Health Fair preparation and the confirmations 
which have been received from our community doctors and health professionals for 
participating in the program.  

- The Health and Wellness Fair is scheduled to be on March 28, 2015. 

Meeting ended at 1:30 pm with dua by Br. Anwar. 

Minutes Approval Note: The above minutes were approved by the Board in its meeting on April 25, 2015.  

   


